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Introduction 

The purpose of this document is to provide staff with practical guidance on the teaching of 

handwriting within Wester Cleddens.  

 

Nelson Handwriting 

At Wester Cleddens Primary, we use Nelson Handwriting from Primary 1 to Primary 7. 

Nelson Handwriting provides a clearly structured programme with full coverage of technical 

aspects of writing (including letter formation, basic joins, printing, speedwriting and slant). 

Below is a summary of the key leaning in each book of Nelson Handwriting.  

 

Book Level Primary Learning 

Starter Level, A,B,C Primary 1 Motor skills 
Early letter formation 
Pattern formation 

Book 1A and 1B Primary 2 The four joins and the break letters 
Book 2 Primary 3 Continued practise of joining 

Printing 

Book 3 Primary 4 Continued practise of joining 
Writing with a slant 
Decorated capitals 
Punctuation 

Book 4 Primary 5 Continued practise of joining 
Speedwriting 

Book 5 Primary 6 Continued practise of joining 
Presentation 
Paragraphs 
Individual style 
Difficult joins 

Book 6 Primary 7 Handwriting for different purposes 
 

 

 

 



Planning 

Handwriting should be planned at all stages.  

Primary 1 should have two taught lessons per week aligned with the phonics scheme. Primary 1 

should have daily opportunities to practise their handwriting 

Primary 2 should have one taught lesson per week with daily opportunities to practise their 

handwriting.  

Primary 3 to Primary 7 should have one taught lesson per week. The skills taught should be 

expected in all written work across the curriculum. 

 

Handwriting planners are provided for all stages. Class teachers should highlight the units 

they will cover each term.  

 

Handwriting resources 

Primary 1 should complete Starter A, Starter B and Starter C workbooks. 

Primary 2 should use Pupil Book 1A and Pupil Book 1B and complete Workbooks 1A and 1B 

Primary 3 should use  Pupil Book 2 and complete Workbooks 2A and Workbooks 2B 

Primary 4 to Primary 7 should use the appropriate book for their stage. There are also 

focus and extension resource sheets to support pupils.  

Taught handwriting should be completed in Literacy jotters. Focus and extension resource 

sheets should be store in Literacy folders.  

 

Teaching Handwriting.  

It is essential that all staff use a clear, consistent set of instructions for describing the 

correct letter formation. Pages 10 to 13 of the Nelson Teacher’s Handbook provide clear 

guidance. A copy can be found in Appendix A.  

 

Assessment of Handwriting 

In Primary 1 the correct formation of letters is essential as these are the building blocks for 

all subsequent learning. Children’s letter formation and pencil grip should be carefully 

monitored.  



From Primary 2 to Primary 7 there are writing assessment units. These should be completed 

on lined paper and stored in Pupil Profiles.  

 

Monitoring of Handwriting 

Monitoring will be carried out by the Senior Leadership Team who will sample pupils work 

termly from each class and discuss children’s progression with teaching staff. 
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